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Ground Rules



� Do you know how much money your club raises annually?

� What % of the money you raise comes from outside your 
membership?  From non-Rotarians?

� Is your Club’s big fundraiser the main project of your club?

� Does your club have a 501(c)(3) charitable fund? 

� Do you know how much your club/members give annually to The 
Rotary Foundation?

But First: A Few Questions to Get You Thinking…



� Fundraising Basics
� Why Raise Money?
� Where to Raise Money?
� How to Raise Money?

� Share Ideas, Resources, and 
Best Practices

� Build Connections to Help You 
Raise Money Together

� Share Tools / Programs to raise 
money for The Rotary 
Foundation

Fundraising Idea Bank: Objectives



� For planned projects or earmarked charities

� To fund an endowment

� Have money in the bank when an idea is raised or need arises

� To make your community a better place

� To support a standing club project or initiative

� To fund the match for District and Global Grants

� To donate to The Rotary Foundation

Why Raise Money?

Make A Difference

Build Awareness of Your Club and Rotary 
International



� Dues and Fees

� Donations to your club and 
projects

� Club savings / endowments

Where Do We Get Money?

� Fundraisers 

� The Rotary Foundation



From Whom Can You Raise Money?

Other People!
� Family and Friends

� Businesses

� Foundations

� Other Nonprofits and 
Community Organization

� Community Members

� Governmental Agencies

Rotary and Rotarians
� Your Members

� Giving to club projects

� Support of club fundraisers

� Other Rotary Clubs

� The Rotary Foundation



� Galas, Banquets

� Raffles – reverse raffles, vehicles

� Festivals and Entertainment

� Community Appeal

� Competitions: Duck Race, Car Drop, 5K, 
Auto Rally

� Activity-thons: Walk-a-thon

� Others

� Add-ons: 50/50, silent auction, “pledge 
ladder”, pull tab tickets, etc.

Ideas to Raise Money



Research who is doing something 

similar in Rotary

� Don’t compete locally

� Share tools, materials, ideas

Online Resources

� National Council of Nonprofits

� Association of Fundraising 

Professionals

� Consultants (ex: Swaim 
Solutions)

Don’t Recreate the Wheel!



Specialized

� Golf

� Event Caddy

� Perfect Golf Event

� Online Auctions

� 32Auctions

� Donations

� Network for Good 

Fundraising Platforms

� GiveLively

� RallyUp

� GiveSmart

� GiveButter

� Zeffy

� BetterUnite

� OneCause

� GiveSignup

Using Online Tools for Fundraising

Payment Processors

� ClubRunner / 
DAC DB

� PayPal

� Stripe

� Square

� Facebook

� FroogalPay

� Elavon



RallyUp Example



� Decide why you want to do a fundraiser

� Establish a timeline

� Establish a budget and target

� Consider and address local laws 

� Determine available community/available resources 

� Outline logistics (e.g., location, supplies, and set up)

� Describe volunteer requirements

� Communication and publicity are crucial

� Measure success

� Recognize achievement

Planning your Fundraiser



Want to Share Your Fundraiser?

bit.ly/fundraisingideabank

You can 

download an 

Excel file with 

the full contents 

of the 

Fundraising 

Idea Bank at 
https://www.jotform.

com/tables/24056763

0915055

http://www.bit.ly/fundraisingideabank


Fundraising Idea Bank Database
https://www.jotform.com/tables/240567630915055





Take Action!

What are your 
post-session 
action items?

What goals / 
changes do 

have for your 
Club?

Who are you 
going to recruit 
to implement 

your action 
items?

How are you 
going to share 

your vision?



Thank You!
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